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Is thero a Santa Claust That is tho question that for the past few days
has been scriouBly worrying tho minds of a great many children while the
answer to it has been the cause of probably more worry to theft parents It
is a question that comes up with each recurring Christmas ns children pass from
the age of frank nnd implicit belief to that of doubt nnd tho question faced by
thousands of parents is whether to dissemblo or explain whether In attempt to
force the doubt from their childrens minds or take up the allegorical signifi
cance of good Old St Nick and reconeilo past explanations with new ones

One mother passed through an Interesting experience during the past week
and is now dolefully wondering whether her efforts to increase the joys of her
offspring havo only resulted in implanting in his mind the seods of doubt uf all
things The thing that brought worry to her Christmas joy was an overheard
remark

I found out all about this Santa Clnus business now Im going to find
out about the Jesus business was what she listened tt in horrified amaze-
ment

¬

Sho is worrying now how to explain that all the fanciful Santa Claus
stories of Christmases gone by wcro not Ifrs intended to deceive

It is invariably a shock to a mother to find her hopefuls graduating from
the Santa Claus believing class just as tho transformation from curls to
cropped polls from knickerbockers to trousers and from homo to college
tho things that bring intciwo joys to the children and youth brings heart-
aches

¬

to the mothers becauso her absolute dominion lessens with each stage
of progress

But thero I s a Santa Claus Tho man or tho woman or tho child who
lives today and has not felt tho prcsenco of tho genial heart warmer tho past
week is the one who does not exist Santa Claus has been beaming upon
everyone nnd if you havo not seen him and felt bis genial wholesomo pres
ence it is time you went into a corner for some self dissection You need a
pill or something

Is thero a Santa Claus In the words of the poet You bet thero is

It ta now nenrly two years sinco tho Bystander first gavo to an expectant
world the story of Mayor Ferns and his grandmothers teeth nnd already the
story has become an American classic Every nowspaper of prominenco from
Medicine Hat to Tallahassee Florida republished the story in its Sunday sup ¬

plement during tho early months of the spring while ono or two British
journals copied it scrupulously classifying it as humor Then tho makers
ef boiler plato took it up nnd all the weeklies from Maine to Oregon told
their readers how Honolulu had n mayor et cetera Now I notice tho bigger
papers aro rehashing i tho latest republication to reach Honolulu with tho
story being the Boston Post

Next to the story told about Claus Spreckels poker game wfth King
Kalnkaua when five kings bent four aces that concorning the first mayor
of Honolulu has traveled farther and been printed oftcner than any other
that over came out of tho Islands And coming down to it havent wo every
reason to be thankful that Mayor Fern has those teeth which gave us so much
publicity I

It is to bo hoped thnt every member of tho new board of supervisors was
on tho streets last night and that no chuckholo member of tho old board was
Tho hope regarding tho new men is that they heard sufficient comment upon
Honolulu business streets to fire each ono with tho dcterminntion to remedy
the present disgraceful conditions while tho hope that tho old members wore
not around when the general comments were flying is inspired by tho Christmas
idea that nobodys feelings should bo hurt

Whether Sam Dwlght sticks and becomes chairman of tho road committee
or whether Ebon Low lands the job let us hopo that when Christmas rolls around
sgnin there will bo less mud nnd less profanity with greater comfort to thoso
who had to slop in the mud last night nnd listen to tho profanity nt tho same
timo Certainly last nights streots gavo whatever tourists wcro around tho
impression that Honolulu was ono jay town Jim Quinns Fort street block
only emphasized tho horror of tho rest of it

But let us wipe tho mud from our shoes nnd tho moniory of tho old super--risor- s

from our mind Better times and cleaner streets are coming

News that Walter G Smith is on tho back trnil has inspired n luBty idea
that of tho formation of a Come Back Club of which Walter G is to bo
requested to bo first president and patron with his old collego chum G P
Tbiclcn ns understudy Those eligible to join will bo tho ones who havo said
their last fond farewells to Honolulu worn uway tho lois of sorrowing friends
and fed them to tho fish off tho bell buoy gazed long and lingeringly on tho
fast recedliig view of Koko Head sought their fortunes out in tho busy world
and then finally decided that after nil thero vs no place liko good old Hono-

lulu nnd have winged their way homo These are tho ones who havo shown
the gleeful world that they can como back

The club should have a wido membership Tho first to join should bo Bddlo
DoutMtt because he struck out on the oriental track and ma do bis como

back rapidly Lorrin Andrews swung through a fow times across the Pacific
lefoi e ho got back Into place J W W Browstor will qualify ns a ropeator
coming back being a habit with him Another coino back is Mllvcrton who
traveled nbroud between government Jobs

W B Oloton will be atkod to counteract tho prcsenco of so many attorneys
in tho club nnd Pute Duron will bo oillclal rcconstructor for the other members

Thorc re n few In tho class who might be permitted to
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SIDELIGHTS
A CHRISTMAS HOMILY

hvon boforo thq Jays of Julius Caesar hath Christmas been celebrated
Of course the man who becamo famous by being tho happy possessor of a
wife who was beyond reproach ns all wives arc lived boforo Santa Claus was
born and artificial whiskers lor Salvation Army understudies wcro invented
And pcrhnps tho occasion for the celebration wns tho anniversary of tho
cackling of tho gecso which save Home and celebrated by the roasting of that
fowl Instead of cold storage turkeys And maybe- - tho day was not denomi
nated Christmas but boasted of n title a portion of which was tho abso
lutely incomprehensible word Ides

And ns tho centuries rolled along still was Christmas celebrated The
old Peruvians prior to tho time when Pizzaro with forco of arms con
vinced them that tho Jonnh story was true and that the bakers used ovens
covering acres uf ground and that a whale was a small fish had an Xmns
day It arrived on Juno 21st tho longest day of tho year and tho entire
population gathered on a great plain to welcomo with a mighty shout the
rising of tlio sun Tho Indtans traversed in imagination tho Happy Hunting
Grounds yearly long beforo Bill Pcnn tho founder of the Keystone State
bought their possessions for less dollars than tho Republican gamblers con-

tributed
¬

to tho Malihini Christmas Tree When John Bakers twin brother
Kamchamcha the First was an infant in short or no pantaloons the Ha
wniians celebrated a Christinas Presents wero not given until tho mission
nrica introduced tho habit nmongst the aborigines but there was a yearly
celebration

Indeed you may search nil of tho histories in Mnrk Robinsons library
nnd fail to find even way back to tho days of Babyhm and Assyria a people
who didnt preach at year oven as tho angels od toSCther for sako good fellowship and intervals noisily

earth peace good will toward men In some of tho volumes you mJght
learn that tho lesson was taught with tho aid of an axe but taught it was

Sidelights trusts that The Advertiser will this morning teach tho lesson
not only in well rounded phrase but by practical suggestion I saw ono of
those funny cipher cables a few weeks ago I Ionised Jt up in tho codo and
found that it was an appeal to keep Cottrlll out and await tho nrrival of the
Dclcgato in Washington Tho first two words wero Blackmail Cottrlll
tho last two savo tho signature Blissfully Cupid The economical code
book says that blackmail means oppose strongly nppointment of nnd

blissfully stands for desirable to nwait arrival of
On earth peace good will toward men Let us determine to welcome

Cottrlll when he comes remembering our present charitable mood that be
is responsible neither for his descent nor for tho fact that he comes from Ohio

On earth peace good will toward men Let Mayor Fern and tho
newly elected board of supervisors dming the coming week hold a luau and
agree that necessity for vetoes shall no longer exist Let Nigel Jncksons
bunch on tomorrow night wear pillows for gloves and exchange lovo tops
thereby setting n splendid example for contestants in the impending fight for
political power botween tho Governor and the Delegate Let us forget tho
whiskers hookworms and cost tho Russians and honestly endeavor to dis-

cover some good in them even though now satisfied our efforts will bo
unavailing and mny tho same charitable forgetful mood blot out entirely
fiom our odorous recollection both Korean and Hindu

On earth peace good will toward men Let us take In tho Christmas
tree nnd watch the finest grandest sight of the myriad of fine grand sights
which tho Founder of tho UniVcrso has provided for His ccntures a host of
children with their faces aglow with pleasure It doesnt matter much if it
rains although I do not believo it will for sunlight glorious sunlight will
still be there It doesnt matter much if the dolls aro cheap although I do

not believe they will be for the spirit which reformed Old Scrooge and
liny Tim happy is still alive nnd will render them beautiful It doesnt matter
if tho tin horns wear out an hour I dont believe they will for
their music will ever bo sweeter than any symphony composed by Chopin
Fred Waldrons oranges mny bo sour although I dont believo they will be

good old Santa Claus will wave bis magic wand and transform acidity
into honey The candy mny bo of tho push art quality although I dont
beliovo it will be but even if I t is tho Master will take care that the love

tho youngsters which prompted its giving provides the necessary leaven
A crude homily but I can not help it having a boy of my own

On earth peace good will toward men

JAPS AND JEWELRY

My boy nnd I went Into a fashionnblo jewelry shop tho other evening to
purchase tho cheapest Shrine button wo could find as a Christmas present for
our respectlvo fntber and husband While regretting the fact thnt choico
a husband compelled mo to mako choico of a button yet was my masters
monoy well spent For to quote a remark which I have heard tho gamblers
who occasionally congregate at my house use I passed the buck up to our
son and heir nnd locked around tho room

And if you really desire to get even on tho thirty threo and a third per
cent profit which any self respecting haolo jeweler would consider it a dis
graco not to charge mako your purchase when somo Japs are engaged in
similar exploits Just for instance wntch him buy a necktie pin Ho nenrly
always brings nn advisory committee with him and tho corventijn takes
lunger to organize adopt resolutions and adjourn than do ecn wo when
buying n now dress The price is first discussed Then the pin is we ghed in
tho hand Then it is fifittcd in tho senrf nnd tho prospective purchaser looks
at himself in a mirror to seo how much his appearanco L improved Then a

is held After duo deliberation a second a third and a fourth pi a

comes up for inspection Shapes nnd forms and material all enter into the dis-

cussion And whci tnc decision is finally made the committee on was and
menns makes a report But tho money is iwt paid until careful si utiny is
given to tho packing of the ornament Not until tho salesman hunts up his
cotton nnd puts it in tho bottom of ono of those boxes so artfuly constructed
that they appear to contain goms of priceless worth tho duly elected jewel
placed lovingly on its downy couch nnd then covered with the pasteboard lid
and tho cradlo covered with beautiful tissue paper nnd tied up with a rubber
band and laid on the counter is liquidation made Tho conventior adjourns
and overybody is happy r f

Tho outfit I saw on tho night nforesaid finnlly deevded on an Elks pin
carefully measuring up thongth of the antlers and choosing tho ono with
the longest I hopo they got their moneys worth I certainly did mino

In concluBioin it may be noted thnt the Japs wero not kimono clad
P

Ah 0TID3RS SEE US

Dont rely too much for information concerning Hawaii on what you seo
nnd know nnd read in our uivn newspapers You may look at things through
prejudiced eyes nnd conditions which from personal observation you beliovo
exist may in rcnlity be somewhat different Tho Applo Gutter Gardon Island
Dnnd tho Baldwin Maui News and tho Kennedy Scott llilo publications and
oven Tho Advcrtisor and tho rest of tho great newspapers of the Territory
do not always adhere strictly to fact Tho prayer of Bobby Burns that we
might seo ourselves as others soe us is ono which we need not mako in vain
You can get more answers to it than Treasurer Bob Shingle can to a request
fcr applications for subordinate offices

Way down In Louisiana thoro is a newspaper published by a follow named
i v i t 1 W I Tl- - - -

In tho llttlo cotorio of States formerly owned by Aldrlch Lodge i Co and
whoke principal productions are codfish high principles nnd missionaries
nny newspaper from which wo might not loam something about ourselves would
bo compiilod to gu out of buiinot BUM old Philadelphia lin nt last learned

wo aro on tho uml through it lovonday late dnlllcnU Informing
tltf Quaker who ami what ue am ltooiavelti lata nouoailou Nmv Ytirk Her
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the natives aro so expert that they harpoon a shark from a board
engaged In tho sport they wear nothing but tea leaves which

is n plant growing wild in tho islands and from which tt favorite
native drink called okolehow Is manufactured
And much moro interesting instructive nnd novel information doth

edfrtor of ho Courier hand out Subscrlbo for a year by sending him
of bananas or a couple of piuenpples and cujoy rhotorical grammatical

uiu juuusuiuitu- - aojuiauraj mu in iiuHiiu lour iruu win ue well Bpcni

GET HtrHQRY
A visit any of tho leading of Honolulu after the theater alway

pays Somctimos it docs more and value Ucoivud does nor appear on
cash register and is not paid for by you 1ou jftiy course lor tho Welsi
rarebit or tho lobster a la Ncwburg but tho part of the feast which causes
not indigestion and nightmare and appeases not the physical but the mental
appetite is not charged tor
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Saturday as far ns school is concerned is what tho lawyers call die
non juridicus Pressed out it means there is nothing doing on that day
Whercforo doth my boy welcome its arrival because n B minus school repor
under thq head deportment need not bo feared and because he may sta
up lato on its ove and occasionally take in the theater For over has it bee
my theory that the beauty sleep plan will not bo marred as to tho kiddles i

onco a week when they dont have to get up early tho next morning the
are permitted to stay up late the previous night

And once a while after seeing the villain properly nnd thoroughly
killed and tho hero emerge triumphantly rrom all of his trials and tribula
tions tenderly holding the sweet heroine in his arms wo get thankful anc

hungry at tho same time and visit one of the cafes
And hero may much be seen by one of keen eytslght and an observin

mind About tine of the tables you may see a party of men ostensibly gather
least onco a host of sang On the of at proclaim
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ing thnt fact Listen nnd watch and deduce The good fellowship is there
but yo a will probably find there is also a political deal or tho promotion
a ditch deal or a street paving dcnl or a steamship agency deal or sonn

other kind of a deal on which if successful will mean power er honor 0

simoleons to tho oater
Do you seo a couplo in tho corner They are purposely too far away iron

you to havo their conversation overheard But watch them and then wntel
tho long columns of society news for announcements of engagements Shouli
you seo their names mentioned in the same paragraph you may sav to
friend less observant told you so

Popl You look aronud and seo a merry party of merry tourists Fiz
water is because they like it and becauso they can afford to buy it
The class of Secretary Woods recruits who visit tho theaters and cafes Ilk

too and indeed not a few of them can likewise afford to buy i
As a rule they turn out to bo a jolly lot nnd n goodnaturcd lof Dodgin
automobiles and making other people dodge automobiles and being compellc
to liston the aftormath of politics and being interviewed by reporters
and seeing the statue worshiper nnd listening to lungy a nojv word
and enlightening exposition of the habeas corpus section of the Constitution
by Claudius John Marshall McBride these and many similar experiences may
you learn aro to them positive pleasures

Occasionally may you run across n lot who are convivially determining th
oxnet manner in which the Elks carnival is to be conducted or no less con
vivially fixing up the program for the entertainment of a lot of shriners
You will hear at these tables expressions like Exalted and Indian an

Imporial and Fred and Sunny Jim and Thompson To the casual
nonthinking listener they mean nothing nnd sound ns disconnected as a Kaniho
speech but in reality they signify that tho month of February and the Flora
Parade wiirbo epoch making marks in the liistory of Hawaii

Tho last time Friday night indulged in tho recreation to which hav
made reference the waiter looked somewhat doubtfully at a pair who ordered
something they called a sandwich prefaced by another order off
something they called a gin fizz If I spell tho latter wrong it is not my

fault With all of my deductive powers I could not quite understand what wasa
going on Savo as to features the pair looked respectable Overlooking a fow

discrepancies in the matter of dress they looked respectable Nevor mind thea
cost may have caused doubts but they Ipokcd financially respectable just thefi

same But words such as forfeit and frame up and in do fourth
nnd per cent and box receipts and many another phrase were un
Intolliirible to mi until mv husband informed that Christmas comes or

December 25 this year and that on tho evening following ho would leave mij

alono to attend ttf the lighting of our treo in order to attend a prize
legally called a boxing contest Mv remonstrance that tho law and the gospe

fixed December SO as the day had no effect whatever
And plenty of other things of interest did I seo nnd hear To quote

favorite remark of mine look it up for yourself

V y
CHINESE CONSUL I wouldnt leave my little wooden hut for you oo
IMMIGRATION COMMISSIONER KEEFE I told you so Just go and

size up the Inst bunch of Filipinos arrived Hurrah for the Russians

TERRITORIAL TREASURER CONKLINO Tho tax office is very much
intorested in tho Mahuka site condemnation suits It stands to win no matter
what tho courts decide

DOCTOR HAND The next Malihini Treo hope to soo assisted by a
corps of Boy Scouts This year wo havent tho uniforms and without uni

forms tho boys are only boys

SUPERVISOR MURRAY can tell you one thing about tho new boardd

when we vote on something we aro going to stick becauso wo are going toi

think beforo we net How about Lowt Oh something different

HON DR HUDDY Kauai was satisfied with tho business admmlstratioi
u the house last session and will be satisfied to continue tho same organiza

tion this session The majority vt tho Oahu members seem to agree with
us too

E M CHEATHAM Trulv the members of Central Union will bo treated
to a pleasant surprise this Christmas morning certain piles of lumber lntelyj
iinninri in tii vnnniit lot oiinoslto on the mnuUa sido of Borctanin avenue

J 1 II n n Twtn itlnvfa ni tol ia ef nnl rt0 -nno tno enrmarKs ui uemj vuv uiuo iw UEwu-

Uons By next Suudnv perhaps they will be greeted with an artistic- - endeavoi

in th6 shapo of n pelican swallowing n Rhino or with tho advic to alco Some

bodys lalo Pills for Pink People Seriously the very thought of having a
billboard in the same block us the beautiful Centrnl Union is nuliorrent
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the case and the defendant was unrep j

resented
The caso was romanded till tomor 1

row nt twelve oclbek so as to enable
tho defendant to find bail In theS
mennwhlle his worship ordered defendj
nut to Iio dotalnoil in pollco custody

INTERMARRIAGE
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